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Participants
S p The objectives of the course were to teach students basic
FL o pronunciation skills and vocabulary building skills. by
Ol;a_arr;!ng understanding word families through common prefixes and
JECUVES 1 suffixes.
For pronunciation, the “Tips for Listening & Speaking” sections of
¥ett the textbook Four Skills English A New Approach by Craig
Material Borowski, Crane Publishing Co. Ltd. (ISBN 978-986-147-213-7)
?Jeréa S was used. For vocabulary, word lists from the book New TOEIC by
S€ William Calabretta, Crane Publishing Co. Ltd. (ISBN
978-986-147-283-6) was used.
For pronunciation, the students viewed PowerPoint slides and
listened to recordings of sentences where they were taught to
distinguish between closely related sounds such as the “ch” sound
in “choking” versus the “j” sound in “joking”.
For vocabulary, the students studied word lists using word families.
17 TR For each word, the verb, noun, adjective and adverb form of the
1 5
Procedures | Word were also shown. For example, for the word “accept” (verb),
the noun, adjective, adverb (acceptance, acceptable, acceptably)
were shown.
The students were also taught common prefixes and suffixes as a
way to increase vocabulary once they know the root word. Word
puzzles were given as homework to help students learn new words.
1. Almost 70% of the students had a positive assessment of the
course.
68% of the students thought it improved their pronunciation.
X 77% of the students said it improved their vocabulary.
Outcomes 4. The students improved their pronunciation scores on their

pretest to their posttest from an average score of 63 to 81.

5. The students improved their vocabulary scores on their pretest
to their posttest from an average score of 22 to 65.

10
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Findings

4.

From the evaluations, students thought the teacher was well
prepared for the class.

Students generally have trouble with vowel sounds, especially
distinguishing between the long and short vowel sounds as in
“grass” versus “grace”.

Students can be taught some basic rules for how to pronounce
words from its spelling.

Students’ vocabulary level is quite low.

Suggestions

> ¥ 7i= 3 (Short-term Suggestions):

1.

2.

3.

4.

Students need to become more exposed to the English
language if they want to improve their vocabulary.

Reading English texts is probably the best way for students to
improve their vocabulary and their overall English ability.
Getting students interested in reading would probably help
them the most in their language learning.

Incorporating some reading time in each class could be tried to
get students started in reading.

® £ #pi= 3% Long-term Suggestions

1.

Most students seem to have almost no motivation to learn
English. Perhaps English should be changed from a required
course to an elective course. This way only those students who
are really interested in learning English would be enrolled in
the class.

We need to find ways to motivate students to improve their
English not only in the class but outside the classroom. One
suggestion would be to bring in people who have graduated
from our school and who are now working. They could speak to
the students in the English classes to explain how English is
used in their jobs and how important it is to learn.

11
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